Massachusetts Bass Federation 2009 Trail Entry Form

The 2009 Massachusetts TBF/Bass Federation tournament trail will be an open trail. There is no age limit.
Parent child or adult child teams are welcome to participate. Participants under the age of eighteen (18)
must be paired with an angler of legal age who will assume responsibility in all matters. The Tournament
Committee reserves the right to refuse any application. THERE WILL STILL BE THE
TRADITIONAL OFF LIMITS PERIOD OF MIDNIGHT THE TUESDAY BEFORE THE
SCHEDULED TOURNAMENT DATE. Pre registration for the trail is not necessary but remains an
option. A pre registration fee of $160 must be received or postmarked no later than Friday April 25, 2009.
The first 50 pre registered entrants will be guaranteed a spot on the trail. The pre registration fee is non
refundable and will be applied to the fourth tournament on the trail schedule (Winnipesaukee) and will
wave any TOC entry fees. Any team that qualifies for the TOC that did not pre register for the trail will be
assessed a $160 entry fee for the TOC. Also, if you are not a member of the Mass Bass Federation/TBF
and qualify for the TOC you will be required to join for a fee of $45. This is just for the TOC.

There will be a 50 boat limit at all tournaments. You may enter at any time up to the day of the
tournament. However, if two weeks prior to the date of the tournament it appears there will not be a
minimum of 25 boats the tournament will be capped at a 25 boat limit to avoid the EPO fee. Two weeks
prior to the tournament the boat limit will be posted on the Mass Bass web site massbass.com.

A waiver form must also be signed by all participants. This form can be found on the Mass Bass website.
Checks will be accepted for pre registration ONLY. Checks may be made out and mailed to Daniel Jenkins,
202 River St, Hudson, MA 01749. All other fees are cash only. Any ramp and or parking fees will be
collected separately at each event.

Boater Make of boat, HP of engine, Registration #

Phone #, Insurance Co. and Expiration Date

Non Boater  Non Boaters Make of Boat, HP of engine, Registration #

Phone number Insurance Co .and Expiration Date (Optional)

Boater Email Address Non Boater Email Address

For Internal Use Only

Date Received  Insurance Copy on File?

Number Received Insurance Copy for Non-Boater on File?

Waiver Received? Payment method



Massachusetts Bass Federation Event Participant Waiver.

Having fully acquainted myself with the rules. In signing this application, and by my
presence at the events, | hereby agree to be bound by and comply with all event rules and
safety regulations. | expressly assume all risks associated with the events and | hereby
release The Bass Federation, Inc., (TBF) its parent, and affiliate companies, its licensees
and affiliates, including their affiliated State federations, and clubs and all their respective
officers, directors, agents employees and stockholders, the tournament hosts, sponsors
and tournament officials from all claims of death, injury and/or property damage incurred
in connection with this their events. If I am using a boat during the official practice days
or during the tournament, I certify that I now have or will obtain prior to the event,
property damage/watercraft liability insurance having a limit of at least $100,000. Said
insurance must be issued by a reputable insurer and must cover injury and/or damage
incurred in connection with this tournament. Upon request, | will provide satisfactory
evidence of that insurance. | hereby wave my rights of privacy or publicity with regard
to the unconditional right to use my name, voice photographic likeness, video and
biographical information and fishing tips and instructions in connection with any
reproduction of same, video/audio productions and/or articles and press releases by TBF,
its parent or affiliate companies, and those acting under their permission, anywhere at any
time, through any medium or media. | shall not be entitled to receive any royalties or
other compensation in connection with such use. | further understand and agree that the
tournament officials reserve the right to reject my application for any reason.

Dated

Signed Signed
Boater Non Boater
Parent or Guardian signature




Massachusetts Bass Federation Trail Tournament Rules for
2009

These Tournament rules are subject to change at any time. For an updated copy go
online to www.massbass.com or call the Mass Bass Federation Vice
President/Tournament Director to get an updated copy.

1. RULES: The following rules shall apply to all Federation events. Interpretation of
these rules shall be left exclusively to the Federation Tournament Committee.
Tournament Officials (consisting of the Tournament Committee members only) shall be
designated at all tournament sites. The Tournament Director has the final say on all
matters at tournament site.

2. PARTICIPATION AND ELIGIBILITY: Participation in the Mass Bass Federation
Tournament trail is open to all that meet all boating and insurance requirements.
Proof of mandatory $100,000 boating liability insurance is required to participate
in all Federation events. Proof of insurance must be presented at time of
registration. All tournaments are team events and shall consist of two persons
per boat. Participants under the age of eighteen (18) must be paired with an
angler of legal age who will assume responsibility in all maters.

3. Registration: All boats must be registered with the tournament official by 6:30 A.M.
the official registration cut-off time. Tournament officials prior to the start of the
tournament will do a full boat inspection. A number shall be assigned to every boat.
There shall be only one official point for check out in the morning, and check in point in
the afternoon, and this point shall be designated at the tournament briefing. Any boat
that comes after 6:30 A.M will be allowed to fish but will be the starter boat. If a boat
arrives after the tournament has started that boat will be allowed to fish so long as there
is a worker at the site to check the boat and take entry money. An angler may fish alone
but will only gain points for himself and will be limited to the number of fish he may weigh
in.

4. Pre-Tournament Practice: The tournament waters will be off limits to all starting
midnight Tuesday prior to the tournament until the start of the tournament. No
contestant or Federation member shall fish or boat on the tournament waters
during the official cut-off period beginning at midnight Tuesday. Contestants
wishing to bring a boat across tournament waters from another site (campsite,
etc.) must first obtain permission from the tournament director. Any infraction of
this rule will be grounds for disqualification of that individual from all federation
tournaments for one year or more. For 30 days prior to and during the
tournament a competitor cannot:

A. Be on the water with or solicit information from a known guide or local expert.
B. Have the assistance or advice of a professional guide, state or federal wildlife agency

employee, or any other person deemed a "local expert" on these tournament waters
by the Tournament Director, unless he is a contestant in the tournament.



C. Nor enter the tournament waters with anyone who has been on the tournament
waters during an off-limit period or solicit information from anyone that has been on
the tournament waters during the off limits.

D. Each competitor agrees to report to the Tournament Director any violation or
infraction of these Tournament Rules. The failure to report violations or suggestions
to violate these rules or false verification of weigh-in forms will be cause for
disqualification. The penalty for any infraction of this rule is a one-year or more
suspension from all Federation events.

You must obey all state fishing regulations.

5. Safety: Safe boating conduct must be observed at all times by all competitors. Each
competitor is required to wear a coast guard approved floatation device. This P.F.D.
must be strapped, snapped or zipped securely any time the combustion motor is
operating.

6. Sportsmanship: All tournament competitors are expected to follow the highest
standard of sportsmanship, courtesy, safety and conservation. Any infraction of the
fundamental principles of good sportsmanship or state fishing regulations may be
deemed cause for disqualification. Maximum courtesy must be practiced at all times,
especially with regard to boating and angling in the vicinity of nhon-competitors who are
on the tournament waters. All bass must be caught alive and in a sporting manner. Any
one caught intentionally snagging fish will be immediately disqualified and can face
further disciplinary action from the Federation. Any act by a competitor, which reflects
unfavorably upon the Society and Federation’s effort to promote fisheries conservation,
clean waters and courtesy shall be cause for disqualification. Drunkenness of any
competitor during the tournament will not be tolerated and shall be cause for automatic
disqualification from this and future Massachusetts Bass tournaments. No alcoholic
beverages or any other depressants or stimulants, shall be tolerated in the boats or at
the weigh-in areas.

7. Tackle & Equipment: Only artificial lures will be permitted. Live bait or prepared bait
will not be permitted, with the exception of pork strips, rinds, etc. Only one rod (8 foot
maximum length from butt or handle to rod tip) and reel may be used at one time (with
up to two baits per line) per angler. Other rigs as specified above may be in the boat
ready to use. No electronically controlled lures may be used.

8. Horsepower Regulations: Maximum horsepower for all outboard motors used in this
competition will not exceed the horsepower limitation set by the U.S. Coast Guard in
their ruling of Nov. 1, 1972. Each boat must have an U.S. Coast Guard horsepower
rating plate attached to the boat by the manufacturer. Any boat manufactured prior to
Nov. 1, 1972 must adhere to the rating set by the U.S. Coast Guard for similar boats.
Each competitor agrees to submit, by their signature on the tournament registration
form, the boat and outboard motor used in this tournament to an inspection by factory
trained personnel, if there is any reason to suspect the horsepower is in excess of this
rating. Normal maintenance to increase the performance of your motor is allowed.
Changing or altering standard factory parts of your motor to increase the horsepower
rating is forbidden.



9. For the safety of all Contestants: All gas-powered motors will be equipped with
some type of ignition kill switch, which will be checked the morning of the tournament.
This ignition kill device MUST be attached to the driver any time the combustion
engine is operating. Fishing boats must be 13 feet or more in length. For blind draw
tournaments, boats must be at least 15 feet in length, with adequate livewell(s). Trolling,
as a method of fishing is prohibited. Canoes, barges, or similar cumbersome craft will
not be permitted. No boat equipped with stick steering will be permitted to be used
during tournament hours by any competitor. The tournament committee shall make the
definition of stick steering. Tiller steering is permitted. All boats must have a current
registration.

10. Basic Boat Equipment: Every boat shall be expected to have all state required
safety equipment. All boats must have a functional live-well space properly aerated to
adequately maintain alive a limit catch of bass by both contestants using the boat.
Tournament officials shall have the sole responsibility of determining whether aeration
and capacity is “proper and adequate”. Boats that do not have factory installed gas
tanks are restricted to a maximum of 18 gallons of gasoline in tanks that meet U.S.
Coast Guard Regulations. Gas tanks must be properly secured or strapped in the boat.

11. Permitted Fishing Locations: Fishing on the tournament water is permitted
anywhere except within 25 yards of another competitor’s boat, which was first anchored.
An anchored boat is defined as having the anchor in the water and the trolling motor out
of the water. No such anchored boat shall permit selected competitors to fish within the
25 yards claimed by said boat. No boat will be permitted to drop anchor on another
competitor’s boat until that boat(s) has moved 50 yards away. Contestants may not
depart their boat to land fish. Contestants must leave and return to official checkpoint by
boat. Both competitors must remain in boat at all times except in case of dire
emergency. If contestants must leave the boat to relieve themselves during tournament
hours, they must ask another participating boat to witness them leaving and returning to
their boat. No boat shall approach within reaching distances of another boat during the
tournament except for an emergency.

12. Scoring: Tournament awards and final winners shall be determined by total weight.
Only Largemouth, Smallmouth, Kentucky and Spotted bass will be weighed. The
Tournament Director prior to the tournament shall determine the limit aggregate for team
events. The prevailing statutes bind all competitors and regulations of said states. At no
time shall a competitor have in his possession more than the allowed Tournament
limit. Culling is permitted, but must be done immediately. There will be no culling
of fish at the ramp. Once a competitor has checked in all fish are the property of the
Tournament Director. All dead fish will be counted as part of your limit. The minimum
length for bass shall be twelve (12) inches. Only bass as described above which
measure (12) inches or more in length with mouth and tail closed shall be weighed in.
Each fish weighed in less than twelve (12) inches will have one (1) pound deducted from
the total weight and those fish will be disqualified. Any bass that appears to have been
mangled, mashed, or mauled or otherwise altered will be weighed and credited only at
the discretion of the tournament officials. Bass must not be placed on a stringer at any
time during the tournament. Any Team fishing cannot share points if a team splits for
any reason. No points will be shared by 2 Teams.

13. Measuring Devices: Due to the variance in measuring devices, a request to check
your measuring device against the Official Measuring Device (Golden Rule) with no



penalty to the contestant, will be allowed. There will be no courtesy check for fish
allowed.

14. Penalty Points: For each legal dead bass presented to the weigh-in officials, the
competitor shall have four (4) ounces (or 0.25 Ibs.) of weight deducted from his daily
total. The tournament officials shall have sole authority for assessing penalty points.
Competitors bringing more fish to the scales than the limit allowed in the tournament will
have the weight of their largest fish plus one pound deducted from their total weight.

15. Late Penalty: Competitors who are not in the official checkpoint area as described in
rule 3 at the appointed time shall be penalized. The penalty shall be at a rate of 1 pound
per minute, to be deducted from the total weight of their catch that day. This will include
any weight to be counted toward a Lunker award. After being fifteen minutes you are
disqualified. All fishing must cease upon check-in. Exact starting and check-in times will
be announced at the tournament briefing. If a boat in distress signals for assistance, you
must stop and render assistance, and if nothing can be done, one team member from
the distressed boat may bag the fish and be taken to the weigh-in. Anyone not stopping
to help a boat in distress can be disqualified. Any boat that stops to help a boat in
distress will not be disqualified if tournament officials feel said boat has proven they did
stop to help a distressed boat. You should bring proof (if boat was not in the tournament)
such as name and phone number of person helped.

16. Ties: Ties in weight will be decided by number of fish. If teams remain tied, Points
and places will be combined and divided equally.

17. None of the above rules shall prohibit a properly designated tournament official from
approaching or boarding any competitor’s boat any time during the tournament hours.

18. Protests/Complaints: All contestants are required to report all complaints or
violations against any competitor to the Tournament Director in writing prior to the
presentation of awards at the tournament site. The Tournament Officials before the
presentation of awards shall rule upon all violations and/or complaints. The President,
or in his absence the Vice President, or either Tournament Trail Director, shall have the
power to break a tie vote. No person presenting a protest, or person being protested
against can take part in Tournament Committee voting, a substitute will be appointed in
his or her place, if necessary.

19. Special instructions may be in effect during any tournament when tournament
Director deems it necessary.

20. Each competitor agrees to submit to a polygraph test should he be accused of
any rule violation at any time after the tournament. The administration and
interpretation of the polygraph test shall be solely the responsibility of the Federation
Tournament Director, and his Committee, and shall be used (or not used) at the
discretion of the Tournament Committee. Without limiting the foregoing, the Tournament
Committee shall have sole discretion to select the place, at which such polygraph test
shall be administered, the individual who administers such polygraph test, and the scope
of the questions, which may be asked during such test. The Participant shall be
available, at his expense, at the location selected by the Tournament Committee and
shall cooperate in all respects with such examination. Failure to take this test shall
mean automatic disqualification.



21. Violation of any of these rules listed shall be cause for disqualification. All state
boating regulations and applicable safety codes will be adhered to or face
disqualification.

22. Re: T.O.C.: All those qualifying for and wishing to participate in the TOC must be or
must become Massachusetts Bass Federation/TBF members. To qualify for the T.O.C.
you must finish in the top fifty (50) percentile of the average number of teams fishing the
four qualifying tournaments. The total number of teams to qualify will not exceed 25.

23. Any single person qualifying for the T.O.C. with up to four different partners will be
allowed to choose the partner that he or she wants from one of these four partners. If a
person fishes with a person for two tournaments, the qualifying angler must fish with that
partner. (Unless other wise allowed by the Tournament Committee) If two anglers
qualify together, they may not split up and take two spots in the TOC with other partners.
They must fish together or only one may fish. If two partners cannot come to a mutual
agreement than neither will be allowed to fish.

24. RADIOS/CAMERAS: During tournament hours, a competitor may not use a CB
radio, a VHF marine band radio, a cellular phone, or any other type of communications
device for the purpose of locating or catching fish. Contestants are permitted to transmit
by radio or telephone only in the event of an emergency or for business or personal
reason not related to fishing. If so equipped, contestants may listen to the marine band
weather information. Cameras are not allowed for use during official tournament hours.

25. State Championship: The State Championship has some differing rules that are not
included in these rules.



